worshippers would not mind whether the reast was before an altar of Bacchus or over the hones of St. Peter. St. Ambrose and St. Augustine, as well as a number of councils, fought strenuously against these fearful abuses. The games were a source of trouble for many years. For the higher classes it was in the schools that Jupiter took refuge when the temples were closed ; for the lower, it was the circus and the amphitheatre. But the gladiatorial contests were eventually suppressed1— though it was by no means so simple a matter as the current story of Monk Telemachus represents —and it was shown that the chariot races, etc., suffered little by the omission of the religious element. As to the processions and manner of worship in general, the Church was very accommodating. The Saturnalia became Christmas and its succeeding festivals. The purification of Isis became the purification of Mary ; the Floralia, Pentecost; and so on. Hymns to Cybelc were hastily adapted to the mother of Christ; statues of Isis and Horus became Mary and Jesus. Stately processions once more made their way to
1 And suppressed by the Church, be it noted.vy drinking, dancing, and panto-
